
Pastor Dave’s “usual weekly office hours” are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
Thursdays: 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. (These can sometimes fluctuate due to

various situations, you can call the office to be sure.)

Deadline for the MARCH 2026. NEWSLETTER no later than MONDAY 2/23rd.
Please have ANY AND ALL items into the office by then, thank you.  Phyl

As a reminder if a meeting or event 
needs to be on the church calendar, please
remember to email or call the office to 

      advise staff that something needs to be added to the 
calendar or a meeting or event was just added

to the calendar and scheduled.  Thank you, the church office.

VBS Super Bowl Sub Sales!
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 The First 2026 SAS (Simplified Accountable Structure) Board
Meeting Was Held On 1/14/26.  See more details on Page 7.

In January, we began a new way of Leadership with the Simplified
Accountable Structure. The Leadership Board had their first meeting
on Wednesday January 14 at 7pm.  The 2026 Leadership Board is
as follows:  One Year: Brian Greer, Mary Oberli and Craig Wood  -
Two Year: Emily Gladden, Carol Harlan and Wendel Payn -
Three Year: Randy Eby, Janet Gommel & Bobbi Placke 

We are selling our Super Bowl Subs again this year as a fundraiser for our Cloverleaf VBS! Order forms
will be provided on the tables outside the sanctuary doors.  All ORDERS WILL BE DUE NO
LATER THAN END OF DAY ON FEB. 1.  We have run out of subs in the past because we order the
amount needed for the orders placed. Thank you for helping with this successful fundraiser!   
~ The fundraising committee, Valerie Welday

$7.00  Each Available: Ham, Turkey, or Both
Pick Up will be after Sunday Services
Any questions reach out to Jerrica, Valerie or Sarah!

We are filling Valentine boxes for our college students and
 those in the military again this year. Step One: Email or
 call Kris Perry with the address of your college student or
military person. 330.321.1847 or theperrys25@yahoo.com. This
could be your child or grandchild. Addresses are needed by
Friday, January 30.   Step Two: Bring treats, either homemade
or purchased to church on or before Feb. 1st. Treats should be
wrapped individually in quantities of ones or twos. Step Three:
Fill Valentine Treat Boxes Stay after church (2nd service) for a
few minutes on Sunday to pack the boxes with valentine treats.



Feb. 1   Fill Valentine Treat Boxes
Stay after church (2nd service) on
Sunday to pack the boxes with treats.

st

Feb. 1  SUB SALE order forms due!st

Feb. 1  4-H Group Meets 4 PM
Contact Valerie with questions.

st

Feb. 2  Seville Community Evening
Food Pantry 6- 7 PM  Reach out to
Kristi Perry with questions.

nd

Feb. 3  Bible Study @ 9:30 AM
Reach out to Pam Mullin with
questions. (Also 2/10, 2/17 & 2/24)

rd

Feb. 4  Outreach Meeting at 10 AM  
Reach out to Mary Oberli with
questions.

th

Feb. 5   Craft Bazaar Club starts
again.  We welcome crafters, sewers
and creative folk. 9:30 AM - Noon.
Contact Cathy Piper with questions.

th

Feb. 6  Pastor Dave has invited the
Confirmands and others to an
Interfaith Worship Service at
Temple Israel in Montrose on Friday
night, February 6. The Shabbat
Service starts at 6:15 pm. Temple
Israel is at 91 Springside Drive Akron,
Oh 44333  (It is actually in the
Montrose-Ghent Road area of Akron)

th

  

Feb. 7  UMM monthly meeting @
9:30 AM Contact John Gladden with
any questions.

th

Feb. 8  Super Bowl SUNDAY!      
Pick up your subs after services.
Outreach will have COFFEE Service
after services today!

th

Feb. 11  JC Kids meet @ 5:30 and
4H Group meets @ 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Contact Amy Barr with any questions.

th

Feb. 17th UWiF Meeting at 7 PM
Reach out to Kelly Korb or Mary
Oberli with questions.

LENTEN GIVING PROJECT
 40 DAYS OF FOLLOWING THE EXAMPLE OF

 JESUS FROM ASH WEDNESDAY TO HOLY WEEK
Seville Community Food Pantry is pleased to announce an
opportunity for you to follow the example of Jesus during the
Lenten Season. During the week of Ash Wednesday donation
bags will be available for you to add items per the suggestions
below. What a wonderful way to give “to” this project in
addition to any sacrifice you might choose to make personally.
Each week during this Lenten season, add a few of the
 suggested items or other non-perishable foods to the
 bag as a donation to the Seville Community Food
 Pantry. Return the bag to the Seville United Methodist
 Church the week of March 29 - April 4, along with
 prayers for the recipients of your generosity.

How can I care for my neighbor?
Feb. 18-21         Canned fruit/ applesauce
Feb. 22-28         Soup and crackers
Mar. 1-7             Boxed dinners/ stuffing mix
Mar. 8-14           Canned tomatoes/ sauce
Mar. 15-21         Paper products
Mar. 22-28         Boxed potatoes/ rice mixes
Mar. 29-Apr. 4   Pasta/ macaroni

 Join us for these special Easter services at
 Seville United Methodist Church:

 April 2 Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM
 April 3 Good Friday 7:00 PM
 April 5 Sunrise Service 7:00 AM 
        (at Mound Hill Cemetery)
 April 5   Breakfast at SUMC 7:30 AM
 April 5   8:30 AM Easter Service
 April 5   10:45 AM Easter Service

Great Things Are Happening At Seville UMC!
Dates to Remember!
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Feb. 18th ASH WEDNESDAY 7 PM Service.

Feb. 19  Tentative American Red Cross make up date
from the snow day in January.

th

Feb. 23  4-H Kids Meet @ 6:30 - 8:30 PM Contact Amy
Barr with any questions.

rd

Feb 25th S.A.S. Leadership Team Board Meeting, 7 PM
Contact Bobbi Placke with any questions.

Feb. 27th Lunch Box Meal Program for those home
bound lunch delivery is @ Noon. Reach out to Lea Ewing
or Sandy Bridenthal with questions. 

More Dates to Remember!



God's Valentine For You: Beauty For Ashes From Jesus, The Joy-Giver 

It is interesting to me when a holy day happens to fall near a familiar holiday. This sometimes happens
with the Day of Pentecost either landing on or near Mother's Day or Memorial Day. When that occurs,
there can be a parallel of thought connecting the two events that brings a different perspective into the
holy day. This year, Ash Wednesday falls just after Valentine's Day. Therefore, our Lenten journey
begins appropriately with a reminder of God's amazing and beautiful love for us. 

When I was a child, I don’t remember my church in New Hampshire ever offering a service on Ash
Wednesday. I think we saw it as something that only the Catholic Church did, not us Protestants. And
yet as I continue to grow in my own faith journey, Ash Wednesday has become a powerful and
important day for me. It is a day that reminds me that God is continually calling me to repentance and
to a closer walk with Jesus. It is catholic in the sense that it is a universal appeal of God to all people.
That word catholic, with a lower-case 'c' actually means universal. Yet, I also see our Ash Wednesday
worship as being somewhat Wesleyan in nature, because it provides us with yet another means of
grace. It is a tangible way to experience the love and forgiveness of our merciful God. 

Ashes are biblically symbolic, and they remind us of a couple of things. First, they remind us of our
humanity and our mortality. This portable tent that houses our spirit will slowly break down and will
one day collapse all together. It will have to be packed up and put away. Ashes to ashes…dust to dust.
Because of the frailty of such humanity, we are to also be reminded of our need for humility. We are
reminded that there is a sinful nature within us that battles the Spirit of God. And so, there is a sorrow
that accompanies that grief. In the bible, people often sat in sackcloth and ashes when they were
grieving or in mourning. Wednesday's ashes remind us that we mourn over our sins. However, because
God is slow to anger and eager to forgive, he provides the ultimate means of grace through the person
of Jesus Christ. 

Like on Valentine's Day, God wants to say I love you! As the prophet Isaiah says, God will give
"beauty for ashes." Therefore, come and experience Ash Wednesday with the one who loves you the
most. Come and enter the Lenten season with renewed hope for the future. Unpack your baggage at
foot of the cross as we journey together toward the holy holiday of Easter. Isaiah 61:3 says that God
can bestow upon us a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a
garment of praise instead of despair. This is a beautiful and an amazing picture of what Jesus, the true
joy-giver offers us all of us now and forever.

   --With love and grace, Pastor Dave

A WORD FROM PASTOR DAVE ...
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Join Us On
Feb. 18th 
For Our 

ASH WEDNESDAY
7 PM Service.



Please pray for: More To Know ...
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Seville Community Food Pantry 
Praises:  There are no new praises.
Pray for:  Sue Payne and her family, Alissa
Daily Edie Landis’s niece, Anya Parsons and
her family, Connie Beery & her family, Dee
Piper, Hank Herbst, Kayla -Liisa Coldiron’s
granddaughter, Lillian Gelmas, Lisa a friend
of Lori Morris, Renee Zarlengo, Rocky son
in law of George Gage, Roy Bise and Shirley
Schaffter.  Pray for all victims affected by
natural disasters and pray for countries at
war. Pray for PEACE around the world!
Note as of February 2026 all prayer
requests will be listed for 30 days and then
removed from the public listing unless the
office staff is advised to keep the name in
prayer longer.
For New Prayer Request: If you want the
prayer request listed publicly in the bulletin
and in newsletters, fill out a prayer request
card, send the office an email of your prayer
request or contact the church office to have
the prayer request included. 

The Just One Thing Easel Board Is Up And Available For
Viewing In Our Sanctuary For People To Sign Up To
Complete Tasks By Doing “Just One Thing!” 
As Pastor Dave shared throughout his sermons in October,
stewardship can take many forms within our lives.  One type of
stewardship is the “responsible and careful management of
something entrusted to your care.” With that said, one of Seville
UMC’s 2026 goals is “Just One Thing.” 
There are so many tasks within the church that need attention
and take very little time to complete.  If everyone would take on
ONE TASK, we would all have a “hand” in showing care for
our place of worship and fellowship.  Examples are shown on
the display board.  You can view specific tasks that need to be
completed by our church folk. 
 

If you have any questions, please reach out to Beth Meadows.
Look for something on the list that is of interest to you so that
you can commit to the tasks more easily.  Thank you!

JUST
ONE
THING 

JOIN THE SEVILLE UMC
TEAM! Help committees with
simple tasks throughout the year
at the church.  Look for the easel
of tasks (Located in the
sanctuary now).

The Pantry Team met in early January to look at how we
did in 2025 and to make plans for an even more effective
Pantry in 2026. We had wonderful attendance and support
from our Team as we do at every Pantry Day. 
2025 Recap

Served an average of 36.6 families per month
Receive $8,800 in donations
Spent $6,600 on product and equipment

2026 Looking Ahead
Item of the Month List – already distributed
Distribution Dates – Added a date in September to
make up for Labor Day
We continue to “deepen our bench” by having folks
step up for extra duties.

We served 31 families in January and continue to get great
community support as well as support from our partner
churches. Jerusalem Evangelical Church did an Advent
campaign for donations, both monetary and product. We
will be doing a similar campaign for Lent. Thanks to JELC
for sharing their wonderful idea. Details are explained on
PAGE 2 of this newsletter.
Thank you to all those who support this mission of our
church either by their time, talent or prayers. All are
important! 

JUST  ONE  THING Continued ...

The visit from Bishop
Hee-Soo Jung and

DS Reverend Kelly Brown
on January 13th 

A huge thank you to all who participated in
Bishop Hee-Soo Young's visit. This was a

wonderful opportunity to hear from the
Bishop, and those that were able to attend,
sharing what our church accomplishes in
the community with him.  For those who
helped in any fashion in set up, kitchen,
food, clean up, an extra special THANK
YOU for that extra time and effort. We
have the best people at Seville United

              Methodist Church.
       Janet Gommel



Worship Looking Ahead: Hope & Worship

5

The 2025 Confirmation Class at UMC
The Confirmation class will be attending a Jewish Synagogue on Feb. 6 .  This year’s class is:
Confirmand MacLaine Bell and Mentor Bobbi Placke, Ellie Freund confirmand and Mentor Melanie
Gladden, Noah Pawlus and Mentor Dave Welday, Evan Reigler and Mentor Kevin Barr, and Evelyn Welday
with Mentor Sandy Bridenthal.

th

February 18th ASH WEDNESDAY  Scripture:  Who Do You Say I Am 
Mark 8:27-31 p. 820  Liturgists 7 PM  Sandy Bridenthal  Ushers: 7 PM Sue Payne &
Beth Meadows  Counter:  Melanie Gladden

Communion Steward:  8:30  Roseann Wood and 10:45 Helen Angell

Counter- Helen Angell

February 1st
4  Sunday After
Epiphany

th
February 8th
5  Sunday After
Epiphany

th
February 15th
Transfiguration
Sunday

Liturgist
8:30 Jerrica Pawlus
10:45  Janet Gommel

Liturgist
8:30 Heather Cottingham
10:45 Dave Freeland
Counter- Carol Harlan

Liturgist
8:30 Bobbi Placke
10:45 Helen Angell
Counter- Janet Gommel

Greeters/Ushers
8:30  Jean Eby &
Theresa Naftzger
10:45 Darla & 
Wendel Payn

Greeters/Ushers
8:30 Nancy &
Kevin Barr
10:45 Chris Wotowiec
& Liisa Coldiron

Greeters/Ushers
8:30: Brian & Nancy
Greer
10:45: Cathy Piper &
Beth Medows

Scripture
A Host Of Healings
Mark 1:29-34 p. 813
Mark 2:1-12 p. 813

Scripture
Planting Seeds
Harvesting Faith
Mark 4:1-34 p. 815

Scripture
Extreme Mountain
Climbing
Mark 9:2-13 p. 820

Liturgist
8:30 Brian Greer
10:45 Helen Angell

Counter- Helen Angell

Greeters/Ushers
8:30:  Lea & Mark Ewing
10:45: Bette Smith &            
Sue Payne

Scripture
Calming The Storm
Mark 4:35-41 p. 816

February 22nd
1  Sunday in Lentst

Pastor Dave has invited the Confirmands and others to an Interfaith Worship Service at Temple Israel in
Montrose on Friday night, February 6. The Shabbat Service starts at 6:15 pm. Individuals will meet
inside at the temple. If attending, try to arrive a little before 6:00.  This is usually a big event as other
confirmation classes from other churches also attend.  It is ok for parents and siblings of confirmands to
attend as well as mentor's spouses.  
There will be the regular Jewish service as well as a time for questions 
and a time to see first-hand the sacred scrolls. There may also be
refreshments afterwards. The service is usually about an hour
(an hour and a half with questions and snacks). 

The address:  Temple Israel at 91 Springside Drive Akron, Oh 44333
(It is actually in the Montrose-Ghent Road area of Akron)



Why not consider signing up to order altar flowers in the New Year?  The calendar is in Fellowship Hall to
sign up for a specific Sunday. Honor loved ones or remember those special ones in your heart with an altar
bouquet arrangement for the altar on Sundays.  When you sign up on the floral calendar, you will be responsible
to then contact Seville Flower & Gift for that 
week to order the altar arrangement.  Or, you can bring in
your own floral arrangement from your garden. Either way
each week I will need to let the florist know if someone has
volunteered to bring in or if we will be ordering flowers for
the altar to honor God and/or remember loved ones. Thank
you for your courtesy. Seville Flower & Gift is at
330.769.2084. 

FINANCE NEWS
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Give online thru our website   https://www.seville-umc.org/ 
Just click the donate button or mail a check directly to the
church.  Send a check thru your online banking system (you can
even set it up to send recurring checks). We value you and your
support of Seville UMC! Your Finance Committee.
Scan here with your smartphone camera to make a payment electronically 
through Vanco  

Online 
Giving at

www.https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z6HA/home

FINANCE REPORT

Celebrating God’s Faithfulness Through Your Generosity

As 2025 has come to a close, we want to take a moment to express our heartfelt gratitude for your faithful
generosity to Seville United Methodist Church. Your giving is a powerful reflection of your trust in God
and your commitment to His work through this church.

Because of you:
Contributions to the General Fund totaled $193,003
$189,519 covered ministry and operation expenses
We ended the year with a surplus of $3,484, which will be used to replenish our savings

Your generosity made these improvements happen:
Replace the church roof  *  Purchase needed computer equipment   *   Replace windows in the lower level
of the church   *  Repairs to the church parsonage

Together, we’ve been able to provide support for:
California wildfire relief - $1,100   *    Matthew 25 Coalition - $668    *   Teddy Bears for Children’s
Hospital   *   Flood kits for Midwest Mission    *   Diapers and wipes for Birthcare Medina
 
AND this doesn’t include your contributions of food and cash gifts to the Seville Community Food Pantry,
Vacation Bible School or the many, many other projects that you support with your time, talents and
resources.  Because of your support, lives have been touched, needs have been met, and the Gospel has
continued to be shared—both within our congregation and beyond our walls. From worship services and
ministries to outreach and care for those in need, your generosity has played a vital role in everything we
have been able to accomplish this year.  You are a blessing and we are so very grateful.

https://images.contentstack.io/v3/assets/bltcedd8dbd5891265b/blt49ad241de8620248/6668dc04a4c2f6217316d524/november_birth_flowers_hero.jpg?q=70&width=1080&auto=webp
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https://www.seville-umc.org/
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KIDS CAMP

      
February Anniversaries

1-Theresa Naftzger
2-Vicky Wellman
4-Amy Huttinger
9-Leah Riegler

14-Dean Stutzman
17-Matthew Gladden
17-Joan Bise
19-David Freeland
19-Malinda Woodring

26-  Matt & Sarah Riegler17 - Jerry & Martha Springer

Summer Camp is a place for campers in grades 1-12 to enjoy the outdoors, learn new skills, have
exciting experiences, and make lasting friendships – all while being guided by skilled, creative and
compassionate staff.  Open House Schedule:
Camp Asbury Sunday March 22 from 2-5 PM 330.675.2333
Camp Wanake Saturday April 25 from 2-6 PM 330.569.3171
Camp Aldersgate Sunday May 3 from 2-5 PM. 330.627.4369
Register for summer camp today for a life-changing week of learning, fellowship and fun.  Fees start at $575
per camper.  Ask about financial assistance for campers.  Ask about early bird rates, tiered pricing, and
support camperships!

EXPERIENCE EAST OHIO
CONFERENCE SUMMER CAMP:
Exploring God’s Nature

The Leadership Board had their first meeting on Jan. 14, 2026. The meeting was opened with a devotion on
new beginnings. 

God specializes in new beginnings. Even when the path ahead feels unclear; he is already preparing the
way. Just as a seed must break through the soil before it grows, stepping into something new often requires
courage, patience, and trust. You may not see the full picture yet, but God’s hand is guiding each step.
Instead of focusing on what could go wrong, focus on the One who never fails. Your “new beginning” is
not just a change—it’s an opportunity for God to reveal His faithfulness in fresh ways. 

Our new format at Seville UMC doesn’t mean big changes, it means new ways of looking at the needs of
the church as each of us finds the team that God leads us to volunteer to be a part of so we can move toward
new visions for the future of the church. 

The discussion was focused around forming a vision that Seville UMC can work toward. Bobbi Placke will
be the chairperson for 2026. We discussed the Just One Thing board and are encouraging everyone to look
through some of the needs that are posted. Everyone can do Just One Thing. 

One of the needs discussed is that of having a Nursery start up again. If you feel God calling you to this
ministry, please let us know. Please keep this ministry in your prayers as we look for a way to open our
nursery doors again.  Janet Gommel took notes and we will be presenting what was discussed to the
congregation. We also discussed having periodic Town halls to open discussion to questions and new ideas. 

S.A.S. Leadership Update
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More Things To Know ...

Lots going on at the start of February!
It’s time to clean out the Seville Church Mailboxes... they are getting full.

Valentine Goody Boxes - Church Members Will Be Filling Boxes on 2/1/26 
SUB SALES Due 2/1/26  Pick Up Subs on Feb. 8  After Sunday Serviceth

Craft Bazaar Starting Up Again On 2/6/26 - Yes, we welcome new crafters!
Start preparing your donation auction gift baskets for the Chili Cook Off on March 21st!

February Birthdays 



 The next S.A.S. meeting for the
leadership board team will be on 

Wednesday, February 26    th

at 7 PM.  Mark your calendars!

Seville S.A.S. Leadership
Team Announcement

First Tuesday Brian Greer             Second Tuesday The Perrys
Third Tuesday The Ewings           Fourth Tuesday The Rhoads
and on the Fifth Tuesday is Tara Freeland

Weekly Panera Bread and Pastries Pickup 

Scan here to view
the Calendar

Online

Seville United Methodist Church 74 West Main St. Seville, OH 
Our Sunday Morning Schedule:
8:30 AM Praise Worship
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Traditional Worship & Online Streaming

Side Note:  If you use the office copier after hours or on weekends, and put colored paper or card stock
in any of the copier drawers, please make sure to remove it when you are finished. Please place the
white copier paper back in the drawers when you are done. Thank you.

SAVE THE DATES!
Our 200th Celebration
2026 Event Dates  

4/26/26 1  Celebration st

8/16/26 2  Celebration nd

10/11/26 3  Celebrationrd

FEBRUARY 2026 - Item of the month
PAPER PRODUCTS 

Scan here with your
smartphone camera to make

a payment electronically
through Vanco

Online Giving at 
 www.https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z6HA/home

Seville United Methodist Church 
74 W. Main St. 
PO BOX 32 
Seville, OH 44273

Label

Share A Laugh Make Someone Smile Today! 

Save The Date
Seville UMC Chili Cook Off is on

Saturday March 21st @ 5 PM!
For details contact Valerie Welday!

 vawelday@goarrows.org
330.329.1531  or 330.441.2205
Let’s get cooking & start putting  

our auction baskets together!
Tickets will be available in February.

From Andertoons

$12 Adults
$  6 Children


